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Middle School Lesson Plan #3

Teacher’s Guide for Student Worksheet

This activity is designed for students to have technology in front of them and to interact with that technology.  Students will be looking at several township maps from the given website and answering questions based off of those maps.  All maps can be reproduced for classroom use if technology is not available for all kids.

1. In this activity students will identify the listed cow towns on a Kansas map such as http://www.kansas-map.org/kansas-road-map.gif. This map online can be magnified, but will also work as a black and white worksheet.   This map is identified as Map A.  They will then go to http://specialcollections.wichita.edu/wcf/townships/.  Find the home page; then students as individuals should find the county for each listed cow town below. 

 Cow Towns in Kansas:

Abilene - Dickinson


Wichita - Sedgwick
Newton - Harvey


Ellsworth - Ellsworth
2. The townships are listed on the teachers guide for the instructor to help guide the students to the correct townships.  For those needing help; lead them with questions as they look at Map A trying to find distinctive physical locations that match each cowtown to its township.  On the township website it can be looked at as a PDF file as well as the image that is posted on the website.

3.  Have students read the short excerpt about the Homestead Act on their worksheet.  Students will need to go back to the survey maps and find a township map that gives an example of an improved lot.  The maps towards 1860 will have better examples of improved lots than earlier maps.

Have students find 3 different township maps and answer questions for all 3 maps:

What is a possible improvement to this township? 

List the name of the settler that owns the land.

What map and year?

What improvements would you make to the land if you were a settler?

4. Writing Prompt- 
Produce a broadside (advertisement) using persuasive techniques to get settlers to move into your township.  Remember to include resources you might have and locations as a way to sway people into your township.

Write a letter to your relatives back East in Philadelphia and describe the characteristics of life in Wichita in the 1870s which make it a Cow Town.  Tell them about everything that made daily life both exciting and orderly.

Find and browse the list of patrons at the end of the historical essay in the Atlas Introduction.  What does “nativity” mean?
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Middle School Lesson Plan #3

Student Worksheet

1.  Find the listed Cow Towns and indicate the counties where they are located on the current map of Kansas (Map A) given to you:  

http://www.kansas-map.org/kansas-road-map.gif
Abilene-

Wichita-

Newton-

Ellsworth-

2.  Now go to http://specialcollections.wichita.edu/wcf/townships/
On this home page find which township your Cow Town belongs and click on the township link below.  Find the township map with the year 1882.

Answer these questions about each township on a separate piece of paper to turn in:

· What are some features of Map A that led you to discover what counties the cow towns were in?

· What township had the best natural location for cattle and why?

· Which township has the best resources available? List them.

3.  The Homestead Act was a United States Federal law that gave an applicant freehold title to 160 acres (one quarter section or about 65 hectares) of undeveloped land outside of the original 13 colonies. The new law required three steps: Build a house, farm the land, and live on the land for 5 years.  You must also file an application, improve the land, and file for deed of title. Anyone who had never taken up arms against the U.S. Government, including freed slaves, could file an application and improvements to a local land office. President Abraham Lincoln signed the Act into law on May 20, 1862.

On your paper find 3 different township maps and answer questions for all 3 maps:
· What is a possible improvement of this township? 

· List the name of the settler that owns the land.

· What map and year?

· What improvements would you make to the land if you were a settler?

4.  Writing prompt- 

Produce a broadside (advertisement) using persuasive techniques to get settlers to move into your township.  Remember to include resources you might have and locations as a way to sway people into your township.

Write a letter to your relatives back East in Philadelphia and describe the characteristics of life in Wichita in the 1870s which make it a Cow Town.  Tell them about everything that made daily life both exciting and orderly.

Find and browse the list of patrons at the end of the historical essay in the Atlas Introduction.  What does “nativity” mean?
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