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What does it feel like to be a harvester? rhe writer decided
to find out by actual experience and so, early in the spring of 1937,
he asked for harvest work of Hr, Arthur A, Wilson, a farmer living
two miles northwest of wWarper. rhe weather had been dry, very littie
moisture naving fallen during the winter, and the wheat had not made
a very good growth, As a cunsequence, [ was told that I might have
work if' there would be a harvest.

{he weather continued dry until the second weék of May, at
which time showers began to fall. 4ltogether hetween seven and eight
incies of ratinfeld| duning the ménth)ef: Mapy ‘and)the; wheat crop began
to iwprove. hormally harvesttis likély to bégihlabout the tenth of
June, but tiis year Lhe crop was slowet in geaching maturity. uUntil
af ter tine rains the wﬁ}gk cr&p haﬁibeen spopﬁed, good in some places
and poor in onhers,;ﬁﬁ@ new. vhe poor‘qpota€;ﬁ the fields began to
grow, the consequence was dhatOthel fliefds ripened unevenly.

sieanwhile transient harvest hands began coming to town. uUne
man, kLeéster Adams, came to our door and asked for food., He readily
agreed to stay and work a few days for his board as he had harvest
work promised him by a farmer near dilan, Kansas, as soon as harvest
should begin. 50 he stayed and worked in the yard, cutting down sozgaf
trees and sawing up the wood. Meanwhile Mrs, Foster washed his clothes
and we gave him a new pair of overalls. At the end of a week his feet
began to itch for the open road and he told us goodbye. Another man,
Charley Bankson,ssoppedcrfor a few weals. e reported that he had been
offered work ai $2.00 per day,but he was asking 33,00 per day.

By the first of the week beginning June 1dth, harvesti was

reporied Lo be under headway in Oklahoma and in the south part of



A
aarpeir county, but almost every night some rain would fall, 1his was
delaying the wheat harvest, In the meantime some binding of wheat and
Oats gol under way in the darper vicinity, but the rain stopped it.

un the morning of ithursday, June 17th, a dark cloujd hung
in tihe souchwesi for several hours. the thunder could be plainly heard
at garper, but no rain fell, ihit afternnon we heard that Attica, a
communigy thirteen mwiles southwest of Harper, had four inches of rain
during tie forenoon, and the next worning the radio announced that at
dazelton, about thirty wmiles in the same direction, there had been at
the sawme time a terrible hailstorm, which had destroyed thousands of)&(

\
acres of growinganain anlcbad i cadsedy 4‘totgl damagecestimated at

fifty thousand dollars. Hvel c

un the morning of uonday, June 1st I arose early, as 1 had
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uade arrangements for Héul uyera to stop for me on his way to the wWilson
farm, PLaul,wino is 4 qqgg,scugpy boy,wugétojpgul and scoop wheat, while
his facher was to work at nightCreufmiihgthe tractor for plowing. ihe
wheat fermers often plow their ground in this way in order to conserve
the moisture. in this case the same tractor was used for pulling the
combine for cutting the grain in the day time and for pulling the
plows at nigiht, of course, the man who worked at night slept in the
day tiwe, ihi¢ itractor wan in the day time was Lester Hanna, a middle-
aged wan who lived in uwarper,

on arriving at the #wilson home, we had breakfast and then
started on our day's work, sMr, §ilson put me to cleaning up some wheat
bins while raul milked the cows and took them to the pasture. Meanwhile
the two men tooxk the combine to the wheat field just east of the house.
A5 S00n as poosible Faul and llhitchcd up‘our teams and went to the

field o haul wue wneat to the house. But the machine had not yet gotten

starited and so we nad (o wait, ihe day was hot and we soon felt the



efréccs of" cae sun, Ein;fzy the cowbine got started and then ran a
litcle distance but soon stopped. A little ufter eleven, sr,wWilson
said that we migint as well take the teams to the house, as we would
not get anytaing done before noon. »0 we returned to the house, hot.
and dusty.

Alter a good dinner, including plenty of ice tea, we felt mch
ref'reshed., ihen we went back to the wheat field and found that the
combine was all ready cvo go, soon ¥ had f(my wagon load of wheat and
took itv Lo ithe fwuse o unload into the wooden granary. +his was hard,
hot work, as [ was om the south side of the building and the sun was
shining directly upon me, when I went back to the field, I found that
the combine wagdrokew cowniiagaint Usuveiganl/ fald H£$ wagon unloaded
and returned to t\ﬁ\éiQ}iuﬁlﬁtﬁ;@;Higgf?'%lmﬂleﬁériﬁﬁt it would be some

time before we could gec¢ started, aqg thatv Paul and I might as well
Material may not be placed In

unhiteh ounytefifgy iHEERISEC At ORERE X tvcliBite® JP shocking oats
in cvhe south Lieldi\fritten permission required for
accordaingly, dboutzﬂﬁ¥é3“335153ﬁ; we started working on the

Oais, .iine oals were heavy, having bheen cut pretty green. ihe day was
ot and cleéar, and soon we felLAvery thirsgy. but we had filled our
water jug and s0 had provided for this need. As there was no breeze,
and toe theridoumecer was standing at 105, we kept geiting hotter and
hotier., we¢ gout out our red handkerchiefs and wiped the perspiration
from our faces, weiween six and seven we noticed that the combine had
starved again, ihis was the signal for us to quit shocking the oats
and zet ready to haul wheat, and we were truly glad for the change.
ihe combine ran a short Jdistance and then stopped, hut soon started
again, and in a few minutes i had my wagon loaded and ready to take
to the nouse, gut it was now so late that [ decided not to unload the

¥az0n unitil tie nexe worning.
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A zood supper encouraged us and cooled us off. ihen at the
close urs, wiison gave each person a large dish of ice cream, and after
eating that we f'elt cool enough., I needed to shave, but I was so
tired ihat L decided Lo wait until the next night, After supper 1
baviaed ac ohe vank and then went to my bed room up stairs, ihe windows
of' tiie rooin opened tuward the south and uhere was no breeze, L was
sore, tired, and hot, and I felt like --" ihe slave scourged at night
to his dungeon," put I had decided to be a harvester and I would not
give up and quit. wuringhthe night I was so hot that I had to get up
and wipe my race with a tewel.in order to get n»id of the sweat, KFinally
L fell asleep mpgClalets Ollaebicenekd livviing)y freidveeeling a 1ittle
bedier, soon ur, n\{\{&)mit@aggjlemlejnej.}{gr%imyel'r{b{l%mx?%tuirs. it was just

daylight as 1 lef'tv the house and stanted to (he. pasture to get the
5 aterial may not be placed i &
s, any repository or.on a website.

e morningmvmikyqqgernﬁhugcnfperuﬂreqb@gbreamfasL, 1 felt
able to take tie teaw to m@@iéﬂh% Urddl more wheat, But after running
a licele while, tne cowmbine again broke down and we had to wait., In
facv, we got no wheat hauled beflore noon, Lut after dinner, when we
goL starved again, there were no wmore interruptions. As a result we
were kept busy at hauling and scooping the wheat., sdowever, the weather
was cooler and we did not suffer from the heat as much as on the day
before. ihat nignt i felt well enough to shave, 50 it was evident that
L was geiving used (0 thie harvest work.

un the next day we had a good run with plenty of hard work
at scooping. NOt long before noon I met on the road a high school bey
from gllswortli, sansas, who was looking for work, ie said that he had
found only one duy's work in harvest thus far and was now on his way

L0 aingman to loox for work, se told me that a young man from Nashville,
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iennessce, who had been at work near wJanville, the first station
on the osanta e east of Harper, had been overcome by the heat the day
bei'ore and iad just died., Later I found by reading the saarper Advocate
titat one name of ctne unforvunate young man was oawm g¥irkpatrick, and
tirat ne and anocier coilege friend, also from Nashville, had come to
tite county on 4 wotorcycle and had worked for ir., Kenneth Peden on the
lacvter's farm fourmiles northeast of wanville,. After leaving me, my
informant walked on down the road and was picked up by a tourist
traveling toward Lingman,

Uon shursday morning L put on the clean work clothes that my

rife hat so akial COllodROREE UnvarSt) Krchfvds "o - O Bhis
day we had o 200/ rens, ‘S‘féf@t’)‘ﬁi\}’@ﬁsi"fﬁ‘t’ﬁtﬁ‘éﬁé&o the steel bins, which

refected the sun's rays, there was a good breeze on this day, but in

spite of it the wM%ﬁ%FjaJam%‘ﬁﬂotvb%ﬁagﬁdJQr\( ot and tired and were

any repository oron a website.
truly glad when nigit came, ~ )
Whitten pefmission required for

iriday was “““L“eﬁrﬁfﬁtﬂﬁnhﬁg%g hot work, After dinner the
maciiine broxe Jdown again and, as some time would be required to fix tt,
Mr.wilson said that L should finisii shoeiing the oats. dhis required
an hour or two of steady, hard work, and after this was complted theee
was pore wheat to haul, Again I helped to milk the cows at night
and again bathed at the tank.

saturday
un Xrxaax worning I awoke to find that there was a good

breeze from tie norchh and that the weather was much coolers When I’égggg
down stairs tuat morningy ir, Wilson said to me: " well, are glad that
tomorrow is sunday?" [ assured him that I was, Again we had a good run
and put the wheat into the steel bins, /hich were now nearly full. Wwe

had alrcady closed the door and window and were shoveling the wheat b

through an opening in the roof. this meant that we had to shovel soue

distance above our heads, especially when the load was partly gone,
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About six olelock it hecame necessary o make some repaips on
the machine, and ¢his laid us off for the remainder of the evening.
We got the milking done a liftle earlier than usual, but in spite of
Ltihis, we were eaving supper at nine o'clock. aAfter that, Mr, wWilson
said that e would take us to town, but the Women did not want to
beclefl't alone, is a consequence, we had to waitifor them to finish
wasning the disnes and it was ten thirty when we arrived at home, willing
to call it a week's work,
After getting some good rest on sunday, I returned to the
wilson farm on smonday wmorning. we put one load of wheat into the top

Special Eolleetions & University Archives
of the steel bins and tqensﬂe wuﬂr ver wltg to learn that Mr. Wilson
ate Uniy

ichi branes
had decided to‘#o lhave us haul the remalnder of the wheat to the sdarper
Mills, we made severddlalenips nee\iowd étplacadsier wheat this day, the

Wbeing dumped at tihe %’N&f}p%ﬂm Qﬂiqnn@‘é’wﬁp%ilteunloading was much
Wiritten 1Qermlss,lon reqluwed for

easier than scooping the wh&at into the
anyC) elr use.

#e had a good run that day and practically completed our
harvest work, wmr.wilson had another ield of wheat to harvest about
Six wmiles furcier weae west, but on account of thec distance frowm twwn,
e  nad made arrangements t® have it hauled in trucks, thus making tt
unnecessary Lo use tae wagons, And so that nig@i@iﬁe writer returned
to his Rome in aarper. We had harvested about weves hundred acres in
thhe seven days., KFor our work we were paid 32,00 per day. i1he wheat was
estlmated to have averaged between fifteen and sixteen bushels per

acre, and the price paid at the Harper ills on the last day of the

harvesc¢ was $1.04 per bushels;
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