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Within =2n hour's drive of Wichita is an unfnthoa-d cave out of which flows
2 subterranean stream, This cave, witix its many cavernous cf:mharu and formations,
is located on the ¥, R, Rutherford farm, 27 milee east and three north of Wichita on
US b4,

3everal attemnts have been made by a few of the more daring to explore the
cave to its full denth and to find the source of the gtream, the temmerature of which
is 50 degrees the year round, but all have had to turn bhack, Harold V, Lyle, a Wichita
Eegle photograsher, and James Malierton, an Jagle reporter, made an expedition deep in-

to the cave in the summer of 1936, but were foreced to turn back before they discovered
Special £olleetions"& UniversSity Archives

the source of the str epn . the e confront t rrow and low chennel that
IERitR Sl Uiy thraes" .
would not adnit passage of thelr photographic equipment., They made an interesting camera

record of the scenss in wlvlaietion atoEhe | Qiveem piaced-&rhph to sxnlore, however.
In 1906 an sastHDRAERPE P AR BATHR G tne cave to stuty the for

mations and %o anerta.iﬁvv\giilggnt el;I;rrl'ISSIic.)snanr UILegf fgnl; subterranean river which
any E)TFler use.

ies believed to run under the #liint Mills of eastern ¥ansaa, According to reports from
farmers who lived in the vicinity at the time, a8 distance of six and one-half miles was
traversed by members of the party, lbnt the emlorers turned back in fear of the dreaded
"black damo ¥

Since that year students of seversl geology claeses of midwest universities
snd colleges have gone into the cave, but nome have succeeded in pemetrating its depth
more than 6,000 measured feet, a record made by a group of Univergity of Kansas students
in 1934,

Passage through the main tunnel which leads frem ths nrimary, or entrance,
chamber of the cave is difficult, as a huge boulder hangs down to within a foot of the

water at this point and extends back a distance of 75 fest., within the cave, the emplerer

finds many interesting stalactites and other stone formations in the numerous chambers,



-2

The only specimens of animal life to be found in the cave are a few crawfish in the

 stream snd a few mule-sared bats, small, light brown bats which derive their name from

their long ears,
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