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¥ichita, Ksnsss . /J"& ’ ,p

Raelsl Grouns, Hegroes
byt Pesais “slters

it i8 & omestion never definitely settled Just how the flood tide of
immigration of colored ex-glaves frosm the South begsn, through a congressionsl
investigetion produced three lorge volumes of evidence on the subject, lHowevary
for several years prior to 1879 smé 1800, meny of these colored refugees had been
lesving the South, where the pluntation owners were saié to still be trying to
keep them in chject slevery. These "slowss® mere not trested kindly by the whites
after the Rasmoipetion Proclamstion by President Lincoln had freed them, thus bring-
ing shout the sovement called *The grest Evodus®.

e HRAE Bl SR S Lol HRIILE Srovren to Kenuse.

Wichita State University Libraries
tgents of the reilrosis, reforasrs of wvaricus degrees of werseity and certain w&—

iticians aM in ""*’KM@IMWR)PB?MCW them to migrate to
Kamses. “Forty scres ai¥)/« GRe%) (Giy SreQiRet W@y of negross who would
conme to Kanwese, %wwtwmﬁlm fﬁ&w rﬁdvgg.

Fron the tize this suuy 31“?&#‘ %.e ssttlement in 1854, its very name
hadbesn s solace fa the slaves, who were mlstrested by their owners.

the rush, for Kunsas Mm from dissivpl, Yentucky, lLouisizns, Texes,
Georgia sndé other Southern States. m Negroes flocked in numsbers thaet created
slars in both the North sné the &mm Topeis, lavrence, Yyanéotte, Parsons,
Coffeyville, Pittsbury, Fort Scott mamr towns were forced to sdopt stremouns
mesgures to care for the now amn. arriving without foed, elﬂhtng. or money.

The Kenses Mm‘! mml felief Lgsoclation, with fHov. St. John
28 chelrsen, begen raising funds for the 80,000 ur'mn refugeos who came into the
State of Zansas. The refugees suffered many hadshive., Mundreds died for lack of
nadicsl care sndé from starvetion. A1d came fros the surround ing couniry, s a

regponce %o sppeels for help in relieving the suffering.
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Many Wesroes settled in Colonies sa & result of the imcoming people
without homes. In Jorris, Lyon, Orshas, Uougles snd other comnties these eolonies
are still in existence, the fescendents of the *Exodusters,” still maintaining the
ferues their fathers were given dnring the yesrs 1650 and 1881,

Phe ghildren of the eve-sleves have become good citizens znd excellent
formers. The descendants have become doctors, lewyers teschers, ss well as follow-
ing other mtu@niml vocstions., They have held high positions of trust »ith eredit
to their rece amé w society.

m mu heve two stote schools, Yeatarn 'niveraity st Fuonsas Cily,
and the Kensos Voestionsl Institute st Topeka. Individusls of the negro race have
grofnated frow RACIES GABMEelinn scBodliiais ivh uigh edolastic Stending. (1)

Dr. Henbl Pl Ver PLHE wld M SLSILY L AREE Punite) 1a related by direct

. m’Kﬁ"f"n'ﬁ may nomgc ey s anhni
Dr. el exTipn Ip S4H APYEIEN 27 AEYCTPA S Sutisiet “Reumnisconce
of Lavi Coffin,® wid\Miitlame pefniesion re Vst fippund tallrosd® eystes, so-

called from serving the wureesd W At SBsvay slawe s they fled from the south

to Cemnds snd freedom ~- Levi Coffin was the great Uncle of Dr. Henry Fellow. (2)
¥he first recognirzed business in ¥ichita under Negro arnsgenent vos &

resteurant opernted by George Turner in the five hundred block on l“t Pouglas. The

first cospany stors was ovened by Thouss “lover, Sandy Tetten, Jim Harper sad Alex

Sutchenson, in the fSordsm Puilding st ¥im ané Mein Street. (%)
There is on sstimated poruletion of m«w people in Tichita,

The negroes live, for the nost part, in the mﬁh—cui rart of the eity,
an ¥. Tuter Street, ¥. Wichits Street, “ebash fvenue, clonlgad Lvenue, Hosley Avew-
nue, Mesé Agyenue, onéd neighborhood streets.

the megro population of Wichits includes soversl persons in professional
service. Aumong these sre five colorsd physicians, three lawyers zné $vo dentists.
There ere two colorsd mortauaries in Wichits, Juekson Yortunry, 703 H.

seter Street end Citizen's Mortusry, 110 w. Zlm Street. |
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The ment packing industriss soé railread coryerstions are the lsrge
eaployers of megro labor. Depertuent stores, hotels and office buildins smrloy
& grest number ss jJanitors. %;rml service cnd domestic service find = large
nusber sagoged. )

There cre thres colored schools in "ichita: L'Cuverture, Thirteenth
Strest ond Mosley Avenus, Xﬁmagl.ag 617 %, ¥ater Street, snilunbar, 935 Cleveland
tverme. ‘hese schools hewe sn enrollment of 1272 negro ehildren. There are 170
apils In the two pubiic high schools of Wichita. (4)

The negro populstion of ¥ichite has = nuxber of Qlﬂu end froternal
orgenizations, such as the Lisu's Club, 818 ¥. Tater Street, Pevpy Pilots Club,
502 ¥. Yater Strep¥;Chedena®) Qnd 0N 8180 0l 8L SIkyeR SUreES contrel Athletic
Assta, and Universsty Asnth e G VESYY WLPDESt. e youg uents
Christ an Asseciation % t&é\ﬁ glm ﬁ%f Bé lpnréaécel duﬁqm ¥, ‘ater ftreet and

ix exlled the Teter Stmeed FESRGR 5 410 [ eielel vyl ifoang Yomen's Christian
Assoeistion for the ebAOFMECHGOC NG | B4e TG QBeID Franch, iz located at
818 ¥. Yeter Street. any other use.

The Youth Hovement in the colored raece, in Wichite is » project that
originated in the Hinlsterisl Aesgne, with the M‘Wum; of the Negro Y.M,C.A.
snf Yo¥,Cohe Uhis movemsnt fosters an educational ané litersry nrogrsm to stimm-
late constrnetive thinking and good citizenzhip. :

The Colored dinistersl Lesgue is snother Associstion for the advance-
nent of the negro rece. This is & ¥etionsl orgenization with & branch agency in
Tiehita. Its purnose is orimesrily to aake mul af justuents, to @iscuss matiers
of discrisminction relative to race problems and the atiitude of Courts in deteramine
ing Justice to the Colored rece. (5)

The ¥inisterial lesgue meets st 502 N, Yater Sgreet.

There are sirtesn Negro Churches in Vichits, as follows: Orant's
Heworial Chanel, 1656 ¥, Yosley Awenue: Si. ¥atthews A M.R., 841 Cleveland /venue;

$t. T"aul's A.M.R., B41 ¥, Yater Strees Calvery Baptist, 801 H. Yster Htreet:



- b -
Hew Hove Bantist, 1001 Ohia Avenue; ¢ Jebn's Bapist, 803 2. Seventeenth Street;
8% Mary's Baptist, 1260 Yabesh Avemve; Tabernscle Buptist, 834 ¥, Yater Strest:
Church of Christ, 1181 Wsbssh Avemus; Church of Christ, 1014 B Zleventh Street:
Church of God, 1040 Hew York Avenue; Church of God, 901 §. Ninth Street: Church
of Yo¢ in Christ, 1418 B. Mosley Avemue; Church of God in Christ, 1217 X. “urdeck
Avenue; 5%, Suguetine Fpiscopal, 1002 E. Sinth Street; St Herk's M.¥., 1221 B,
wurdock Avenus. ' ' (£)

There are two colored worlé war vetsrans mmtmi in "ichitss
Arthar Sossett Post, and Vetersns of Forelign ’ga,ri Post. Arthur Cossett wse the ¢
first negro soléler from Wichite who lost hle 1ifs tl war servica,.

5. e SHteiAMMTO AR NS RIOMNNL ISR TR $8FOL . Yater Street,
wis born in 1568 at Ledveeites Staiead) N erelbyged 1e WRcTventy-third reginent
of Colored men and wne the first negre to salist ummzmnrum.

Material ma not be aced |

fie wan made caplain of his conpany,
any reposi ory OoF on a we bsnte

uented im the publie Méﬁ ﬁmsmmdmlwyfmm child in the

schools of Vichitz in the yesr 1678y e Her weninent neshor of the Afeican Heth-
ofist Church and takes keen Interest in Civie affairs,

I're George “ashingion Carver of Juskegee Ingtitute hng been &« Noturer
guest of negro orgsnizstions in ¥ichits. Dr. Carver iz kmown nationally for his

« lir. Jones s ede-

chenical enchsntment in cresting uwseful new products from sich seemingly nuseless
saterial as pesnut shells ané fallen leaves. He is also an srtist, expecislly skille
ef in peinting flowers. : ; (7)

A negre, vho ealls himeslf *Father Divine* has his headiuarters in Yew
York City and hes & fer followers in Hichite. This unigue Hegre mershalled decided
influence in Hew Tork sné conmtended for the mr ‘of Pivinity. We yublishes &
Hogazine culled the Spoken Word.

Tichite is the home o = few living ex-slaves. ‘song the ex-slave residents
of the ¢ity is Mrs. Jemmnette Hili, liviang et 633 N, Yater Street. She was born

Fuly Io 10N, tn Nemrt oW peceett. T beionged at first %o Acrom end Luey
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Fray, -lantation owners in Missouri. %hile Hre. Hill never attended school = doy
in her life, she was tanght et home on the plantation by her owners. She learned
to read beat ir her Bible, which she loves. After her merrisge, five boys snd fiwe
giris were born, three of thea born in slavery. The vhite slave msster and nistrees
fesignated & clouse in their will as providing for ths futurs of their much-loved
slove, OShe was never $o be sold, but remninm with the halrs of the family. lirs.
7411 e¢lains her mester and mistress were kind and considerate,

The negroes of “ichite have nmode msrked vprogress, in the last decade, in
Special £ollections & Umvers Archlves

the field of educat endenvor. Some very fine
\enita STate Uhivers) fy Chfanes
talent iz found in the negro popnlation im mmsic, literatures sniother arts. They

sre potting forth notiedBle Wfdort bg Rexy necp mithcbne rapid growth of the city.
any repository or on a website.
Wiritten permission required for

any other use.

(1) Svening Yagles - B«'='33 - Hewspa er Clip ings at Yichits University
1ivrary.

(2) “ichite Spgle Clivning - 12-1-'28 - Tichite University Librarr.

(33 Interviey with .9, JM B0l 5. Tater Itreet.

{4) Revort of Yichita "ublic Schools, 1834-36 City “chool Supt. offiee.

(8) Interview, Rev. J.%. Hayes - 01 M. Yater Street.

{8) wichite City Lirectory for 1936

(7} Avericsn Magezine: Soston Tramseript - 10-1-'32 - Clippings Vichitae
University Library.
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