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A 1TRAP SPBEAKS,
by : Ariiur i, Foster, nesearch Assistant, or,

Person: Consulted, Lester Adamsy no permanent address, lemporary

address, 233 west isighth street, liarper, sansas,

uid you ever hear the life story of a "tramp", a "bum", a %hobo",
or a "floater"? such was the %'niter's good fortune recently. And this
. Aoy :
experience has given to thﬁAPpportunity to secure answers to some questions
that are of interest to our polite soeiety of tbday, ihe writer recently
( way of 1937 ) heard a knoek at his door, and on answering it, he found
a wman asking for a cup of eoffeezmﬁgﬁiftranger was given his breakfast,

Wwhile eating, he saiu that he hadg'promised him with a farmer near idilan,

Kansas, as soon as harvesta '6§fﬁ““ﬁﬁdifﬁﬁ€”he fégured that the har-
vest would begin 4bout the ‘tenth” of Juﬁe. As this was the latter part of
May, the harvest was only about two ygaks off. As the poor man had slept
in a box car the preced¢ng night and gad eaten {9 {supper, the writer of-
fered to let him work/for{dds) board fox) acfewi éuysor After some time he
became friendiy and confidential) And“fina¥ly related his life story, It
is given as nearly as possible in his own language.

" My name is uLester Adams, 1 was born in the little mining town
of Ashur in Pike County, Idiawa, in 1902. My father was a eoal miner, ihey
tell me that my wmother died when I was three years old, but 1 do not remem-
ber her, after her death, father remarried and kept the family together,
when [ was five, father was killed by the premature discharge of a blast
of dynamite in the coal mine. I had an unele, Max Adams, who had promised
father that if anything should happen to him; he wouid take the two boys.
50 Unele kax took me and my brother two years older than myself to his fmarm
near uvansvilie, Indiana, e pitied us and was good to us, While living

with him we attended a country school in his distriet, But after two years

with him, we were put into the county orphans home 1n'the west part of the
city of gwvansville, iHere we attended the West Heights grade school, bkut when
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I was ten years old the manager of the home got me a plaee with a farmer
near town., ihe latter was to take care of me and give me a horse and buggy
when I should be twenty-one. But I did not like this man, and after a yenr
1 made up my wind to leave him,"

"deanwhiie I had gotten acquaited with an old dairyman name Hager-
dine living in the same c¢ommunity and I went to work for him, He sent me
three times each day to haullmalt from the brewery to feed the ecattle, and
I also helped (Lo milk and care for the cows, But after abyear with him I
one day boarded a freight train and got off at ierra Haute, Indiana.with
only a few cents in my poeket.'?his was in May of 1914.,"

" When I asked about getting work 1n the town, L was told that the
@atholic sisters who operated the school ealle& bt. dar&'s of the Woods,i
five miles west of town, wanted to hire a bhoy, ;nd on applying I was em—A
ployed at thirty dollatsi@er wonth rand [Weand o anning the summer I saved up

some money and in che fali thersisters brferdd 'to ‘keep me during the winter

and send me to schoox in return for whatdwork 1 could do outside of school
hours., ihey were kind to me 4nd i enJOyedAg01ng to school there, ihat yemr
I completed the fifth grade, sut when school elosed the next spring, I
wanted Lo go to new places and see new things and 1 made up my mind to
come west., And so 1 caught a freight train eomingnand started my travels,
whieh have never stopped thus far,"

* | was now only thirteen, but sinee i had never really known any
home, i felt no attachment to any partieular plaee or group of people, and
| did not care where I was to stop. But 1 was put off the train at sarland,
Oklahoma., ihe "101" ranch of Col, Zaeh Miller was located between this place
and Ponca City and i thought that it would be nice to work at a place of
that kind., o0 I walked out to the raneh and applied for work. I was emplpyed

to care for the horses, and,as it was athe beginning of the show season,

I was soon out on the road with the show. We shipped the entire outfit by
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freight and traveled over several states, all the way from Oklahoma to
Pennsylvania. I enjoyed the work very'mueh, and when the travelingFeason
closed in the fall, I gladly accpted their offer to stay with them in
their winter quarters and work for my board, uJuring the next summer(1916)
we were again out on the road, but when winter came, instead of staying
and working for my board, I took a freight train and got off at Laxter
oprings in southeastern aansas."

" when I got off the freéight train, I walked up town and strueck a
Job with a wan named Li¢ Martin as a teamster, hauling sand and gravel
for the construcbioﬁ of buildings in the town, Mr, Martin paid me $1.75 a
day and my,board. He kept me in his home, Iiliked him and I stayed with
him two years. uy that|timg|thecorork tdmjontcand ve found that we had
worked ourselves out/\Of [algob |2 igherg ¥Eher Youilidngs in Baxter springs,
we bulkt the rFirsc thional Bank bullding.

"1 had saved up a little money and I now went to Bldorado sKansas,
on a freight erln. thalwas in, the latLer park of 1917, The World War
was going on and there was work)fer everyune. And so, though I was only
fifteen, I got $2.50 a day in the oil fields, My job was to drive a team
and stiing out the pipe for the eonstruection of a pipe line, I would haul
out my loau, unhitch from the wagon, and use the team for plaeing the
pipe. At Eldorado, 1 fell into bad eompany. In particular, I got to
running with two boys whose names.i shall not mention. ihey proposed that
we should hold up an oil company paymaster, and I agreed."

" 50 one aftgrqoon about five oleclock, when theApaymastgr came
driving up to a retaim oil station in kldorado, the three of us were wait-
ing for him, I called out, "HJands up', but instead of putting up his hands
he reached foéjggn. I shot him and he slumped over in the car seat dead.
officers cawe up and captured me, but the other two boys got away with

the woney. ihis was more of a thrill than 1 had anticipated. The poliee
took me to wichita for safe keeping, and there 1 had my trial, I plead



e v
guilty to the charge of killing the payméster and was sentenced to twenty-
one years in the penitentiary. At this time I was only sixteen and the
court made my sentence as light as possibkble on aocﬁunt of my youth,"

"\When I got to Lansing I made up my mind to obey every rule of
the prison and win a reduetion in my sentence, I was sent to the eoal mines,
and, although the worg was hard and dangerous, i did my best to learn the
busineés, and in five years 1 won a parole, ihe prison warden had reeco-
mended that I should béyggsﬁzut on parole and sent baek to Indiana, as I
was regarded as a citizen of that state, And so, early in 1923, after 1 had
served a little over five years, I was duly paroled, put on a train, and
sent back to the state of Indiana, I was expected to report at regular
intervals as to-iy whierbandiits @id Condwe, Sahd Y [thése were found to be
satisfactory, I would'fot Again néed 66 return Lo the prison, I had been
well treated at L#nsinghggd_l-hqne,qgmplaint Lo, make, However, while theree,
1 injured hy eyesight bw?ﬁrying?tq‘EQaqﬁby thﬂfeleetrie lights on the
outside of the cell anillllaveDnévier béen [akllieltul Lot glasses to help me,

I am almost blind in one eye ‘and Paftly 3o in the other."

* Wwhen I got back to Indiana, 1L got a job as a eoal miner at
Bieknel, iere we got sixty-one cenis per ton for the coal we mined, with
work for five or six xnuxxxxxux;k days eaeh week, If we were to work on
Saturdays, the whistle would blow at eight o'eloek the night hefore in
order to notify us, wWe were making about $5.50 a day, but the boys voted
to go on a strike, As a result, the mines were closed for two months, and
when we went back to work, it was at a rate of fifty cents a ton, which
allowed us t0 make about four dollars a day. I have never known a labor
union to win in a strike, ihe next spring I went to work on a farm in
the southwest corner of Ihdiana, not far from Mt, Carmel, Illinois, for
$1.80 and board with s«dr. i{.J.Watkins, bﬁt returned to work in the mines &n

the fall. Again the nexg summer I worked for kr.Watkins, but did not return
to the mines in the fall, Instead,I stayed in the neighborhood of the



s T

of the #Watkins farm and hélped to bale straw, [he next spring (1928) I
decided to go weét."

2 801 voarded a freightvtrain and kept going, I passed through
Pueblo and salt Lake City. ithen I went up to Blackfoot, Idaho, where I
worked for an Indian family all summer on a farm. Lthey were eivilized and
acted very much like white people. 1In the fall I went to Idaho KFalls to
pick up potatoes and then came back to uvenver for the winter, This was in
the fall of 1928.‘

¥ Une day down town [ got acquainted with a man named Jimmy Brown,
e told me that he hadvcontraeted to ballast the Santa Fe railroad traek

out of Clayton, New Mexico, and he wanted someone Lo have charge of his

ctions & University Arc
- teaws on the job, As I was a gooa teamster, I was °mP10yed ihis bonatinstieh

work lasted about two years and during this time l lived in the work camp
and made it my home. Afferctiel wonk ebédded ol @ecoiint of the great depression,
I went to Ordway, Loloradb and Fotund WOﬁk with a farmer, Mr. J.A.Nelson,
on a smail caitle ranch uere I worked two years. In 1932 W& Nelson's lease
on his ranch land expired, and, as the owner would not renew it, he had to
vacate, But he found a farm near Jdalsenburg, Colorado, and we moved there,
dere I stayed another year, ilhat sumwer I was Kicked by a mule and my arm
was broken,"

" When 1 had partly recovered, I took a freight train and landed
at auburn, Nebraska, iere I found a job at shucking eorn, but my wrist hurt
me so much that I had to quit, But the farmer told me that [ might stay
and work for my board until I got betier, And so I passed the winter theee,
When the spring of 1935 came, I felt better and in April I went baek to
Colorado

nand worked a short time on a dry land farm at Eads, In(9un¢ I took a freight

train and landed at Milan, Kansas, where I harvested for Jim Springle, a
farmer living north of town., After harvest I went back to uUenver and found

work again on a road construction job with the Brown Construetion Co. amadn<
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#hen winter came 1 went to wWalsenburg, Colorado, to live with J.A.Nelson
again, but I goi work in the coal mines there."”

* When the spring of 1936 arrived, I again went to work as team-
ster for the Brown Construetion Gg.faéizi; Lavita Pass, building a mount-
ain highway, After a while tihis was made into a WPA projeet, and, as
unmarried men would not be employcd, I was out of a job. 50 1 came to
Milan, »ansas, and harvested again for Jim springle., In the fall I went
back to Coiorado and worked in the San Luis valley at pieking up potat-

- oes and Stacking hay. At the latter work we had a buneh of cdllege
students working. xost of them knew nothing about handling horses and,

as a result, thphuiat BHledABNs B YMOSIERYAPENTfesind they finally

learned how to work \With theSkrondnasyersily Libraries
* §hen the work was done, I went baek to Indiana and worked a

. terial - Al d
short time in a coal mlne but in_the latter part of January, I returned

"\,\ré' ! i(,.‘.' u :‘:r ‘FME ‘ [( - Z"L'
to Colorado, and in 4ay§ﬁg47)ﬁJngam¢ LP,Kaggfs.gg_am to harvest again
at milan, and after that I dogng}gkﬁqx what I will do., I eould go to
work in uihe mines at Leadville, Colorado, but the altitude is too much
" for uwe. ihere are lots of men on the road today without homes or famil-
ies, idost of them would like to settle down, if it were possible.”
® Some of these wen are communists, Uf course, I have heard
themtalk, they are really similar té a labor union. But in the last
election they failed to eascigggir;otes. ihey are neither for nor against
religion, as it does not eoneern communism, I am a Republiean myself.
I have never married because 1 eould not provide for a family. Some men
d/v\g/ /YY\W
tell me that 1 have as good a rightqt marry and starve a woman,as—amy—

aither—mar, but i 4o not want to do that,"
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