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High School Lesson Plan #2

Teacher’s Guide for Student’s Worksheet

All primary sources are taken from http://specialcollections.wichita.edu/wcf/townships/
Go to links on the home page and you will find the full text of the Treaty with the Osage Indians.  Students can go here to look at the original text.  The worksheet following the teacher’s guide contains an abridged version for an introduction to the material.  To understand terms of the treaty, it is necessary to read the original text.  Document analysis questions are located below for them to answer.  Key terms in bold may need to be looked up; a web site for definitions is: http://dictionary.reference.com/
1. “The tribe of the Great and Little Osage Indians, having now more lands than are necessary for their occupation, and all payments from the Government to them under former treaties having ceased, leaving them greatly impoverished, and being desirous of improving their condition by disposing of their surplus lands, do hereby grant and sell to the United States…”  

“…The proceeds of such sales, as they accrue, after deducting all expenses incident to the proper execution of the trust, shall be placed in the Treasury of the United States…”

“The Osages acknowledge their dependence on the Government of the United States, and invoke its protection and care; they desire peace, and promise to abstain from war, and commit no depredations on either citizens or Indians; and they further agree to use their best efforts to suppress the introduction and use of ardent spirits in their country.”

“The half-breeds of the Osage tribe of Indians, not to exceed twenty-five in number, who have improvements on the north half of the lands sold to the United States, shall have a patent issued to them, in fee-simple, for eighty acres each…”

Complete questions in full sentences:

1. Who wrote it? 

2. What do you know about the author?

3. Why was it written?

4. For whom was it written? This is called the “audience.” What do you know about this audience?

5. What are the key words in bold? List and define.
6. For each document list what problems, assumptions, and ideas does it share with other documents from the time period?

2. Read the excerpt about the Homestead Act:

The Homestead Act was a United States Federal law that gave an applicant freehold title to 160 acres (one quarter section or about 65 hectares) of undeveloped land outside of the original 13 colonies. The new law required three steps: Build a house, farm the land, and live on the land for 5 years.  You must also file an application, improve the land, and file for deed of title. Anyone who had never taken up arms against the U.S. Government, including freed slaves, could file an application and improvements to a local land office. President Abraham Lincoln signed the Act into law on May 20, 1862.

Question:  What would be the hardest requirement for settlers living in Kansas in December 1872?

Question:  Are Indians entitled to become homesteaders?  Why or why not?  Identify specific wording in the act to support your response.

3.  Writing prompt:  Write an editorial from an Immigrant Homesteader’s point of view about the Homestead Act to the Wichita Beacon newspaper.

4. The graphic organizer provided for this lesson is a Four Square Closure Activity.

This can be done in class or taken home for an added assignment.  Students are to fill out the graphic organizer on a separate sheet of paper.  Web links are given for the different photographs that they need to be familiar with.
Created by Jonathan Goering, Wichita USD 259, and revised by Dr. Lorraine Madway, 2008.
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High School Lesson Plan #2

Student’s Worksheet

1.  Doc. 1. “The tribe of the Great and Little Osage Indians, having now more lands than are necessary for their occupation, and all payments from the Government to them under former treaties having ceased, leaving them greatly impoverished, and being desirous of improving their condition by disposing of their surplus lands, do hereby grant and sell to the United States…”  

Doc. 2. “…The proceeds of such sales, as they accrue, after deducting all expenses incident to the proper execution of the trust, shall be placed in the Treasury of the United States…”

Doc. 3. “The Osages acknowledge their dependence on the Government of the United States, and invoke its protection and care; they desire peace, and promise to abstain from war, and commit no depredations on either citizens or Indians; and they further agree to use their best efforts to suppress the introduction and use of ardent spirits in their country.”

Doc. 4. “The half-breeds of the Osage tribe of Indians, not to exceed twenty-five in number, who have improvements on the north half of the lands sold to the United States, shall have a patent issued to them, in fee-simple, for eighty acres each…”

Complete questions in full sentences:

1. Who wrote it? 

2. What do you know about the author?

3. Why was it written?

4. For whom was it written? This is called the “audience.” What do you know about this audience?

5. What are the key words in bold? List and define.

6. For each document list what problems, assumptions, and ideas does it share with other documents from the time period?

2.  Read the excerpt about the Homestead Act:

The Homestead Act was a United States Federal law that gave an applicant freehold title to 160 acres (one quarter section or about 65 hectares) of undeveloped land outside of the original 13 colonies. The new law required three steps: file an application, improve the land, and file for deed of title. Anyone who had never taken up arms against the U.S. Government, including freed slaves, could file an application and improvements to a local land office. President Abraham Lincoln signed the Act into law on May 20, 1862. 

Question:  What would be the hardest requirement for settlers living in Kansas in December 1872?

Question:  Are Indians entitled to become homesteaders?  Why or why not?  Identify specific wording in the act to support your response.

3.  Writing prompt:  Write an editorial from a Native American point of view about the Homestead Act to the Wichita Beacon newspaper.

4.  Complete the Four Square Closure Activity.
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High School Lesson Plan #2

Student Worksheet – Four Square Closure Activity
Have students use a separate piece of paper preferably poster board or large paper to complete this 4 corner graphic organizer.  Give the direction to students and they will create their own.

	Summary of Homestead Act (include: description of Act; who was involved; when; and where).

	Summary of Osage Treaty (include: purpose, description, two sides, and the ending results).

	Go to http://specialcollections.wichita.edu/wcf/townships/
Find the links button and go to Wichita Photo Archives/ Industry and Business

· Find the Main St. 1870’s photograph. 

· Create 3 Higher Level Thinking questions and answer them.

· Use 3 of these words in your questions, one per sentence: (imagine, propose, persuade, convince)

	Go to http://specialcollections.wichita.edu/wcf/townships/
Find the links button and go to Wichita Photo Archives/ People

· Find the photograph showing the Native American encampment on the Big Arkansas River.
· Create 3 Higher Level Thinking questions and answer them.

· Use 3 of these words in your questions, one per sentence: (predict, design, recommend, argue)



Created by Jonathan Goering, Wichita USD 259, and revised by Dr. Lorraine Madway, 2008. 
