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High School Lesson Plan #3

Standards Addressed
Kansas Curriculum Standards

· Economics
Benchmark 1:  The student understands how limited resources require choices.
High School Knowledge and/or Application Indicators:
3. The student explains how people respond to incentives in order to allocate scarce resources.

· Geography
Benchmark 1:  The student uses maps, graphic representations, tools, and technologies to locate, use, and present information about people, places, and environments.
High School Knowledge and/or Application Indicators:
2.  The student interprets maps and other graphic representations to analyze United States and world issues.

Benchmark 4:   The student understands how economic, political, cultural, and social processes interact to shape patterns of human populations, interdependence, cooperation, and conflict.
High School Knowledge and/or Application Indicators:
1.  The student evaluates market areas to determine reasons for success or failure.
Benchmark 5:  The student understands the effects of interactions between human and physical systems.
High School Knowledge and/or Application Indicators:
▲2.  The student examines alternative strategies to respond to constraints place on human systems by the physical environment.
· History (Kansas embedded with United States History Course)
Benchmark 5:  The student engages in historical thinking skills.
High School Knowledge and/or Application Indicators:
3.  The student investigates an event in Kansas history using primary and secondary sources and develops a credible interpretation of the event, speculating on its meaning.

· History (United States History)
Benchmark 5:  The student engages in historical thinking skills.
High School Knowledge and/or Application Indicators
▲3.  The student uses primary and secondary sources about an event in U.S. history to develop a credible interpretation of the event, evaluating on its meaning.

National Geography Standards

The Geographically Informed Person knows and understands:
1.    How to use maps and other geographic representations, tools, and technologies to acquire, process, and report information.
17.  How to apply geography to interpret the past.
18.  How to apply geography to interpret the present and plan for the future.

 
Objectives

Knowledge
Understand the homesteading experience by studying primary source documents from Kansas.
Explain how comparative advantage provided the incentive for Kansas homesteaders to specialize and trade. 

Skills
 

Historical and economic reasoning to make predictions.

Locating and organizing information.


Primary source analysis.



Cause and effect relationship.
Focus Questions
How would you encourage someone to leave their home and move to Kansas in the 1880s?

How would your life be different if you lived in Kansas in the 1880s?

What were the push-pull forces of homesteading in Kansas?

 
Assessment Tools
Lecture notes

Locate and interpret primary sources
Class discussion

5-paragraph essay

 
Activities
This unit is designed for a modified block schedule of 1 50-minute class and 2 90-minute classes.
Day 1 – What is an Early Township Map? (50-minutes)
Lecture with PowerPoint presentation, “How to Read Township Maps.” 
Allow time for students to browse the digitized 1882 atlas introduction and atlas maps.  Help the students to determine the section, township, and range of their school and discover who/what was there in 1882.
Day 2 – Homesteading (90-minutes)
Background:  “The Homestead Act was a United States Federal law that gave an applicant freehold title to 160 acres of undeveloped land outside of the original 13 colonies. The new law required three steps: file an application, improve the land, and file for deed of title. Anyone who had never taken up arms against the U.S. Government, including freed slaves, could file an application and improvements to a local land office. The Act was signed into law by President Abraham Lincoln on May 20, 1862.  Eventually 1.6 million homesteads were granted and 270,000,000 acres were privatized between 1862 and 1986, a total of 10% of all lands in the United States.  Most students may be able to count homesteaders among their ancestors, or live on land that was formerly a homestead.” (Library of Congress, Primary Documents in American History:  Homestead Act) 
Have students read this page of The Homestead Act of 1862 and answer the following questions.

1. What were settlers’ citizenship requirements? 
2. What were their age requirements? 
3. Why was there a clause pertaining to never having borne arms against the government? 
Have students brainstorm reasons why a homesteader might come to Kansas.
The U.S. Department of the Interior has developed a web-based database that enables people to search for land patents by name, location, method of acquiring title, and time period.  

Introduce students to the range of information made available by the database.  In the Basic Search tab have students:

· Type in their last name into the Last Name search field

· Type “Kansas” into the State search field
· Conduct a search to see if any matches are identified. 
If so, note the various information the search reveals, such as Issue Date, Authority, and Acres. Clicking on Legal Land Description provides the means to locate the land claim through the Township and Range system.  
Help students find exactly where the claim was made on a map, and record the year and under what authority (i.e. “cash sales entry,” “Original Homestead Act”, “Desert Land Act”, - all the various ways title can be granted for land) the land patent was granted. Determining whether or not these claimants were ancestors will likely require input from relatives and further research.

Now assign each student find a specific Township and Range system.  First have them identify a specific township and range using the Early Township Maps of Sedgwick County website.  Then return to the Department of the Interior’s web-based database. The students will need to use the Standard Search tab and type the information in the fields under Land Description.
Day 3 – Expanding Communities (90-minutes)
1. Explain the significance of distance between consumers and producers of goods and services (location).
2. Have students look at the 1882 atlas map of their area and determine whether a homesteader could obtain all the goods and services he needed within the immediate community, within the extended community of his section, or within his township. What goods or services might he still need which are not immediately available?

3. Have students use their neighborhood as an example of expanding communities. Identify which types of economic activities are prominent in their neighborhood. Then determine additional needs and services. To where do they travel in order to receive these services? 
4. Obtain a current land use map of Kansas and a current road map. Have students compare the current land use map with the map from the 1882 atlas.  Have students speculate about the future growth of Sedgwick County for the next 100 years.  Will the current communities continue to thrive? Will they grow larger? What current forms of transportation will still be in use (highways, railroads, etc.)? Use the maps to help answer these questions.
5. Have a class discussion on the impact of the use of advertisement on location.
6. Have the students write a 5-paragraph essay explaining the impact of the development of the Internet and other “non-personal” forms of communication on “community.” 

Extensions

1. Have the students find a relative in the 1880 federal census.  http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/frameset_search.asp?PAGE=census/search_census.asp
2. Invite a local real estate developer, surveyor, or land official to talk to the class about present-day real estate prices and land measurement. Ask them to bring documents describing property locations using section, township, and range. 

3. Investigate how transportation and communication related to the homesteading experience in Kansas. Consider the routes and means potential homesteaders might use to get to different points in Kansas, including the western counties.
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